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Appendix 1
Breeding recommendations until relevant EBVs are available

Explanation of syringomyelia grades

• Grade0, normal(a= over5 yearsof ageat timeof scanning;b = 3 to 5 yearsof age;c = 1 to 3 yearsof age).

• Grade 1, centralcanaldilation,CCD, which hasan internal diameter of less than2mm (agecategoriesas
above).

• Grade 2, syringomyelia, SM (central canal dilation which hasan internal diameter of 2mm or greater,
separatesyrinx,or pre-syrinx with or withoutcentral canaldilation; agecategoriesasabove).

Adapted from: Reportfrom theChiari-Like Malformation andSyringomyelia Working Group roundtable.
Cappello R, RusbridgeC; Chiari-Like Malformation andSyringomyeliaWorkingGroup.Veterinary Surgery
(2007)36509-12.

Theaim of thesebreeding guidelines is to removedogswith early onset SM from the breeding programme
(please note: that in theopinion andexperienceof theabove authors, it is believedthat dueto thecomplex
nature of inheritanceof CM/SM it is still possible that affected offspring mayarise fromParents whichare
clear from or are only mildly affected by SM. (These are recommendationsand the BVA and Kennel Club
acceptno liabil ity for anybreedingoutcome).

AppealsProcedure

An owner hasa right to appeal with regard to theresults of aCM/SM assessment. Theprocedureshallbeas
follows:

(a) anyapplication for appeal against the result of a CM/SM assessmentmust be lodgedby theownerwith
BVA in writing withi n 45daysfrom thedateof dispatchfromBVA. An appeal certificate(available to the
submitting veterinarysurgeon from BVA) must be completedwithin 30 days in a similar way to the
original CM/SM certificate and submittedtogetherwith there-grading fee (seeSchedule1). In theevent
of anappealbeinglodgedproofof posting will not constituteproofof receipt by BVA;

(b) theMR imageswill bere-assessedby theChief Scrutineer, whose decision is final, andthenewgrading
result will berelayedin thenormalway (NB thefirst resultmayalready havebeensubmittedto theKC for
publicationbefore thesecondresult is received). In anyevent, the final result will besentto theKennel Club for
publication.

SM GRADE AGE (YEARS) BREED TO

0a (normal) over 5 any

0b (normal) 3-5 SM grade0a,0b, 0c, 1a

0c (normal) 1-3 SM grade0a,0b, 1a

1a (CCD) over 5 any

1b (CCD) 3-5 SM grade0a,1a

1c (CCD) 1-3 SM grade0a,1a

2a (SM) over 5 SM grade0a,1a

2b (SM) 3-5 SM grade0a,1a

2c (SM) 1-3 Do not breed

Any dog with clinical signsof CM/SM Any Do not breed
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