[image: ]
Animal Welfare Foundation
Research Application Form 2026
	
The information you provide on this form will be used to assess your application and will be shared with the AWF Research Committee. The information may be held in our electronic or paper records for a period of seven years post grant funding for successful applications and up to three years for unsuccessful applications. You can find out more about how we handle personal information and your rights by reading our privacy policy on the website or you can contact us for copy. 
Please return your application to:  enquiries@animalwelfarefoundation.org.uk with two-page curriculum vitae of the Principal Investigator and any named co-applicants by midnight on Sunday 10th May 2026.
	Title of study:  

	Investigator details

	Principal investigator name:
	

	Organisation:
	

	Organisation address:
	

	Position in the organisation:
	

	Contact telephone number (direct):
	

	Contact email address:
	

	Names of any co-applicants:
	

	

	Proposal

	Project overview (brief, non-technical)
200 words max


	

	Specific aims and objectives/hypotheses
150 words max


	

	Project background and current significance
200 words max
Including:
· Why your proposed study is timely and important.
· Summary of existing knowledge.
· An identification of the gaps your study is intended to fill.
· Citations of important/ relevant publications (these are not included in the word count, and a reference list should be included at the end of the document). 


	

	Relevance to animal welfare
200 words max
Consider:
· How the project will deepen understanding of the animals’ welfare experiences, e.g. validity of, or insights offered by, the welfare indicators/metrics to be used
· The potential impact this project could have on animal welfare/the animals affected by this welfare issue.


	

	Design and Methods

	Proposed process and procedures
750 words max
Including:
· A description of the proposed methods.
· How they will satisfy the stated aims, objectives and/or hypotheses.
· Planned sources and method of gathering data.
· How potential biases may be managed.
· Analytical/statistical methods.


	

	Ethical approval 
150 words max
Studies involving collecting data from animals or humans are likely to require ethical approval from the host institution.  Please confirm whether this applies to your project and when you would expect to receive ethical approval.


	

	Proposed project duration
100 words max
Including:
· A Gantt Chart demonstrating timescale.
· Clearly indicated appropriate milestones.


	Risk management
150 words max
Including:
· Identification of foreseeable obstacles to completion and how you will mitigate the risk of their occurrence.


	

	Knowledge exchange and outcomes

	Proposed knowledge exchange activities[footnoteRef:2] [2:  As per our Terms & Conditions we might require you to present your findings at the annual AWF Discussion Forum and other events in the veterinary calendar. We will also require you to acknowledge AWF’s support in any knowledge exchange activities undertaken.] 

200 words max
Please provide a plan outlining:
· How you expect to disseminate your findings to appropriate audiences, e.g. journals for publication, presenting at events, any other routes etc.
· How this project might go on to inform further work.
· How you plan to help this project have practical, real world impact.


	

	Financial Information

	How much will the project cost in total?
	

	How much funding are you seeking from AWF?
	

	If AWF is not the sole funder, what, if any, other sources of funding are you looking into?
Please note, for co-funded projects, AWF will not provide support until all funding is secured. Please provide an URL or other source of information on any potential co-funder.

	Source
	Amount
	Timescale for confirmation

	
	£
	

	
	£
	

	
	£
	

	

	Funding is being sought for a period of 
	
	Months (cannot exceed 36 months)

	

	What will the funding pay for?
Please note AWF does not fund overheads.

	Item (please give details)
	Cost
	Notes

	Salaries/Stipends:
	£ 
	

	Equipment:
	£
	

	Travel Expenses:
	£
	

	Consumables:
	£
	

	Other:
	£
	

	Subtotal
	£
	

	VAT (if applicable)
	£
	

	TOTAL
	£
	

	



	Research track record

	Summarise evidence of the research track record of the Principal Investigator (PI) and any named co-applicants
150 words max (plus CV’s as attached separately)




	Research support

	Will the PI be employed at a research-active institution (e.g. a university) for the duration of the project? 
Yes / No
If ‘No’, please explain how your research activities will be supported, e.g. appropriate location, ethical approval processes, and statistical support.
100 words max




	Student or early career support

	Will the project include a student, early career research assistant, or equivalent? 
Yes / No
If ‘Yes’, please explain how the project will assist their career and skills development and what support they will receive from the team during the project.
100 words max




	
Principal investigator declaration

	I have checked that this application meets the criteria set out by AWF and adheres to AWF’s Terms and Conditions.

	Signature:


	Date:

	Approval by Head of Department / Director confirming permission for project to be carried out at the host institution

	Name and role:

	Address:

	

	

	Email:

	I have read and support this application and I agree on behalf of ………………………………………………. (host institution) to the project being carried out at our premises subject to the Terms and Conditions under which AWF grants are awarded.

	Signature:


	Date:



Please return your application to:  enquiries@animalwelfarefoundation.org.uk with two-page curriculum vitae of the Principal Investigator and any named co-applicants by midnight on 10th May 2026.
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